Burrel Lee Wilks III: Biography

Born in 1967, in Chicago’s notorious West Side, into the family of a major kingpin, Buddy Burrel initially follows in the footsteps of his iron-willed father. By the age of nine he is an active gang member, overseeing his own burgeoning street empire. As Burrel becomes more deeply immersed in a culture of crime, gambling and narcotics, he succumbs to the habit of heavy drug consumption. Like so many other inner city youngsters, it appears he is set on a road that leads only to the penitentiary, or a hole in the ground.

A couple of years later, as a gang chief in the powerful Vice Lord family, Burrel attracts the attention of Tony “Big Tuna” Accardo. Accardo, an associate of Capone, and infamous boss of the Chicago Outfit, sees the potential in this smart, brash, black kid, and an unusual friendship develops. Tony introduces the young, irrepressible Burrel to a world beyond the ghetto, a world where mobsters mix with entertainers such as Frank Sinatra.

By sixteen, Burrel is a kingpin himself, and that’s when he leaves it all behind: the gangs, the hard drugs, the streets, and his father’s house. The chains are snapped, and “King Burrel” is born.

From ghetto-grit to glitz, glamour, and girls, the next two decades are a dazzling mix of coast-to-coast living, golf, gambling, and entrepreneurialism, populated with colorful characters, and underscored by a painful emotional awakening. 

Today, at thirty–eight–years old, Burrel Lee Wilks III lives between Los Angeles and Chicago, and works nationally, and internationally, as a life coach, author, and “voice of the inner city.” He is a high-energy husband, father, and grandfather, as well as passionate advocate for the “power of possibility.” A believer that each of us has the power of transformation within ourselves, he promotes a life philosophy based on “self(awareness, self(reliance, and relentless resourcefulness.” But he has big dreams, too. 

“I plan to do everything in my power to ‘bridge the divide’ between the kids left behind in the ghetto and the world of possibility that seems so far beyond their grasp.”

After all, if you can dream it, you can live it.

Burrel’s autobiography: ‘Tattoos On My Soul: From The Ghetto To The Top Of The World” will be published in April 2006 and distributed nationally by IPG.
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